Although the Clamshell Occluder appears to be applicable to only a small group of subjects (children and adults with a small-to-moderately sized, isolated secundum atrial defect), there are other potential uses of this device that I believe will make it applicable to a much larger group of individuals. These other applications may include the closure of patent foramina ovale in adults with unexplained embolic strokes; the closure of posttraumatic, postinfarction, or residual postoperative ventricular septal defects; and the closure of many other types of complex intracardiac defects. Thus, I believe the work of Rome et all represents a landmark achievement that will ultimately result in the Clamshell Occluder becoming an important interventional tool used by both pediatric and adult cardiologists.
